Cambridge Geography for the 1B Diploma: Patterns and Change

Worksheet 6: Patterns in environmental quality and
sustainability

Deforestation

1 Study Figure 6.1.

Why do developing countries want to exploit their forests?

Primary forest product Processing industry Products Industries based on
products or end use

None Large unsawn logs ————Export
Large unsawn logs ——— \lenegrs ————————Export of luxury furniture
Construction including:
Sawmills ———————— Sawn logs producing _EShipbuiIding
polewood or blockboard Furniture
Logs for sleepers =———————— Railway construction

Wastes: shavings, sawdust — Used as fuel

Construction

Furniture
Joinery
Packaging
Sawn wood Transport
Mining
Sawmills ——— Matches
Tool-making
Waste: shavings, sawdust — Used as fuel
Small unsawn logs
Paper Printing, packaging
Cardboard =—————————Packing, containers
Pulpmills ————— Newsprint ———— Printing
Fibreboard =———————— Printing, construction
— Pit props ——Mining
Poles Sawmills — Toolmaking
— Cut poles 4E Communications
Charcoal Production
Residues: stumps, diseased
or damaged wood, ———— Chipping =—————————— C(hips, fuelwood briquettes — Fuel wood
branchwood, leaves, bark
Edible products =——————— Food processing industries = Fruits, nuts, 0ils == Food production for home
use and export

Forests can provide a huge range of products which form the basis of many industries. As a result the governments of developing
countries have been under great pressure to exploit the economic potential of their virgin forests. In practice this has usually meant
clear-felling or selective felling and clearance through burning; sustainable management is more difficult, time consuming and, in

the short term, expensive.

Figure 6.1 The role of forests in development.

(Source: Geo Factsheet 2 ‘Managing Tropical Rainforest — The Ecosystem Approach’, p1, Curriculum
Press)

a Describe the range of primary forest products.
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b Describe how these primary forest products are processed to create saleable

products.

c Comment on the range of industries that buy such saleable forest products.

2 Conduct research into one developing country that exports significant amounts of forest

products. How important are forest products to its economy?

3 Study Figure 6.2.
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Figure 6.2 The consequences of deforestation.

(Source: Geo Factsheet 2 ‘Managing Tropical Rainforest — The Ecosystem Approach’, p1, Curriculum

Press)
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a What is the relationship between the degree of forest cover and the level of
evapotranspiration?

b What impact does the level of evapotranspiration have on other climatic characteristics?

c What impact does deforestation have on soil fertility?

d Explain the link between deforestation and the loss of biodiversity.

e What impact can deforestation have on human settlement and economic activity?

4 Describe how one country has tackled the adverse effects of deforestation.
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